Metropolitan Council Sanitary Sewer Project
                  Information Hotline 612-861-0512
Frequently Asked Questions

                www.CityOfRichfield.org/PublicWorks/Sewer.htm

Q.  Who is the Metropolitan Council?

A. The Metropolitan Council is the regional planning agency that serves the Twin Cities seven-county metropolitan area.  One of their services is the collection and treatment of wastewater.  Wastewater is produced whenever someone takes a shower, flushes a toilet, or runs the washing machine.  Wastewater is carried through a pipe into a municipal sanitary sewer pipe, which is connected to a regional interceptor sewer, and is conveyed to a regional wastewater treatment plant.
Q. What is the reason for the project? 
A. The Metropolitan Council has prepared and approved an engineering report that evaluated and recommended improvements for its facilities in the Edina and Richfield Area.  Parts of the regional wastewater collection system serving Edina and Richfield requires additional capacity to manage additional flow volumes generated by current and anticipated development and population growth in the area.  The purpose of this project is to construct a new pipe from the Edina border through Richfield to connect to an existing sewer between Cedar Avenue and TH 77.  
Q. Why was 76th Street chosen for this project? 
A. The City of Richfield worked with the Metropolitan Council to determine a route for the pipe in the southern half of the City that would allow the pipe to flow using gravity rather than using expensive pumps or lift stations.  76th Street was the City’s first choice due to the poor condition of the roadway.  The sewer project offered the opportunity for the City to redesign and reconstruct a large portion of 76th Street.  
Q. Why is the new streetscape minimizing 76th Street from four lanes to two lanes? 
A. Once 77th Street was completed the volumes on 76th Street have dropped dramatically and four lanes are no longer needed.  The reduction in lanes allows for the corridor to designate right-of-way to bicyclists, provide green boulevards, and improve pedestrian accommodations.
Q. How will on-street parking be affected?
A. The new streetscape generally eliminates on-street parking on Diagonal Boulevard and 75th Street.  
Q. How is this project being funded? 

A. The project is being funded primarily by the Metropolitan Council.
Q. Will property owners be assessed? 

A. NO, there will not be an assessment to the property owner for this project. 

Q. What happens if my tree dies due to root exposure from construction of this project?

A. The Metropolitan Council will warranty private trees for 1 year after construction is complete. If your boulevard tree dies within that time frame contact the City’s Tree Inspector.  If the tree dies after the warranty period, the home owner will be responsible for the tree.

Q. How long after the project is completed will they put down a permanent surface?

A. The Contractor is allowed to have ¼ mile of unpaved surface at one time. The Contractor will constantly be back-filling after placement of the new pipe to provide a temporary surface for safe travel.

Q. Will my water/sewer service be shut off for the construction?
A. Most residents will experience at least one disruption in water or sewer service.  Residents will be notified 24 hours in advance of any sewer disruptions.  Most shut offs will be limited to a 4 hour period between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Q. When will the project go past my house?

A. Construction along 75th Street, 11th Avenue, 72nd Street, and Diagonal Boulevard will occur in 2010.  Construction along 76th Street will occur in 2011.  

Additionally, Richfield staff, along with the contractor, will be holding neighborhood block meetings when construction is approaching your block.  Notices will be delivered prior to the meetings.

Q. Will my driveway be inaccessible?

A. Most people will not have access to their driveway for a short period of time as the construction moves past their house.  Depending on the weather the average disruption should be about 3 days.

Q. How will the trail/sidewalk affect parking in my driveway? 
A. Once the construction is complete, parking will NOT be allowed on any new trail or sidewalk. Residents must maintain a 2 foot clear “safety” zone for trail and sidewalk users.  
Q. Where will the new trail be placed in comparison to the existing street today?

A. Along 75th Street between Xerxes to Humboldt the trail will run along the north side of 75th Street approximately 6 feet south of the right-of-way line.
Along 76th Street the north side of the new trail will sit in the same location as the north side of the current sidewalk. 

Along Diagonal Boulevard the new trail will be placed within 2 feet of the existing curb on the north side of the road.
Q. Will my concrete driveway remain concrete where the trail crosses? 

A. No, the multi-purpose trail will be continuous asphalt along the north side of the street, including driveway crossings.  This is for maintenance purposes and also provides a safer ride for trail users.  
Q. Am I responsible for shoveling the sidewalk/trail in front of my house after a snow fall?

A. No, the City of Richfield will be responsible for snow removal on the sidewalks and trails.
Q. Who will be responsible for the maintenance of the trail? 

A. Three Rivers Park District will own the multi-purpose trail along 75th Street and 76th Street and provide all necessary maintenance and operation services in the non-winter months.  The City of Richfield will provide winter maintenance and operation services.   
Q. Who is Three Rivers Park District?

A. Three Rivers Park District is a park system in the west suburban Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area of Minnesota. Three Rivers Park District manages almost 27,000 acres of park reserves, regional parks, regional trails, and special-use facilities. 
The name "Three Rivers" comes from their parks' geography, situated within the watersheds that flow into three significant rivers to this region: the Mississippi, the Minnesota and the Crow.

Q. Where does the trail go?

A. The trail is proposed through the cities of Richfield, Edina, Minnetonka, and Hopkins.  When complete the trail will provide connections to the Minnesota River Bluffs LRT Regional Trail in Hopkins, Lake Nokomis trail system in Minneapolis, and the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Bloomington. The route through Minnetonka and Hopkins is generally established and follows Nine Mile Creek.  The trail is subsequently named Nine Mile Creek Regional Trail.  

Q. Where can I find more information about the Nine Mile Creek Regional Trail? 
A. You can find information about the multi-purpose trail at:       www.threeriversparks.com 
Q.  What trail uses are permitted? 
A. The trail is designed to safely provide opportunities for walking, dog-walking, running/jogging, bicycling, and in-line skating.  

Q. Are trails safe? 
A. Past experience has shown that Three Rivers Park District regional trails are safe and generate very little criminal activity.  Safety and security will be provided through regular patrol by Park District Police Safety Officers, presence of maintenance staff, ongoing patrol by the Park District Trail Patrol Volunteer Program, and the amount and frequency of trail users. 

Q. Who will be responsible for the watering of the new sod? 
A. The Contractor will be responsible for watering the new sod for 45 days. After that time, the watering will be the resident’s responsibility.

Q. Who is responsible for maintenance of the boulevard? 
A. The adjacent property owner is responsible for the boulevard maintenance. 
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