Wood Lake Nature Center
BIRTHDAY PARTIES

612-861-9365

MN Relay Service 711
6710 Lake Shore Drive • www.woodlakenaturecenter.org

The City of Richfield’s Wood Lake Nature Center is a 150-acre natural
area dedicated to environmental education, wildlife observation, and
outdoor recreation. Three miles of trails and boardwalks wind through
the park. The trails are either blacktop or crushed limestone, and most
are wheelchair accessible during summer months. To preserve the natural
habitat, no pets, bikes, or rollerblades are allowed.
The Interpretive Center offers visitors a chance to learn more about plants,
animals, and the environment through live animal displays, interactive
exhibits, and Naturalists available to answer questions during building
hours. For more information about nature center classes, programs, or
facilities, please call 612-861-9365 or visit woodlakenaturecenter.org.
Building Hours Monday-Saturday: 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm-5:00 pm
Building is closed on legal holidays. Trails remain open.
Park Hours

Daily: 5:00 am-11:00 pm

Group Programs & Fees
Interpretive Naturalists have developed engaging, hands-on programs
for schools, homeschools, childcare centers, scout groups, seniors,
adults with disabilities, and other groups. Cost is $4 per participant ($40
minimum). For a program list, visit woodlakenaturecenter.org/programs.
Call 612-861-9365 for availability.
Room Rental
The nature center offers a wonderful setting for meetings, parties,
memorials, anniversaries, and receptions. Auditorium rental includes
seating for 60-80, tables and chairs, use of the fireplace, and a beautiful
view of the marsh. Non-alcoholic beverages only; no helium balloons.
$42/hour for private party rentals
Resident:
Non-Resident: $47/hour for private party rentals
$32/hour for non-profit groups
Non-Profit:

Memberships
Memberships are good for one year and include free admission to Saturday and
Sunday Specials (up to $3) and other programs, including Half-Haunted Halloween,
Candlelight & Ice, Live Animal Show, and Book Club. Also includes free on-site
cross-country ski and snowshoe rental, and a 10% discount on select programs and
merchandise. See membership levels for additional benefits.
Individual ($30) Basic membership benefits (listed above)
Family ($50) Basic membership benefits for a maximum of two named
adults residing at the same address and their dependent children or grandchildren
under age 18.
Sustaining ($100) Family benefits plus four Wood Lake mugs.
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Wood Lake offers a variety of birthday parties that are fun, educational, and the
mess stays with us! We provide a naturalist-led activity and use of the party room
with tables, chairs, and tablecloths. Payment is due when the party is booked. For
an additional $10, make it a “green” party; includes use of reusable dishes, cups, and
silverware. Treat bags are available for $2 each. Visit woodlakenaturecenter.org for
additional information and full party descriptions.
Time

2 hours total (first hr with naturalist, last hr. in party room)

Cost

$99 for up to ten children, $4 per additional child (max. 15)

• Critter Hunt Birthday (ages 4-5) Become nature detectives to look for clues
from hidden animals at Wood Lake.
• Treasure Hunt Birthday (ages 5-9) Solve nature mysteries along the trail to
receive puzzle-piece clues that lead to a hidden treasure!
• Scaly Tales Birthday (ages 5-12) Meet a live snake,
turtle, and salamander and learn about these amazing
creatures.
• Tracks and Trails Birthday (ages 5-12) Make a
plaster animal track, then hike the trails to search for
real animals and their tracks.
• Big Foot Birthday (ages 7-12) Explore the winter
world in snowshoes, snow permitting. Please choose a
backup theme in case there is no snow.
• Games Birthday (ages 7-12) Hawk vs. crows, squirrel
tag, everybody’s it! Play fun, nature-oriented games
chosen by the birthday child.
• Survival Birthday (ages 8-12) Learn the basics of
survival and build an outdoor shelter. Work together to
survive!

COMMUNITY GARDENS
Garden plots, measuring 15’ x 20’ are available for seasonal rental. The garden plots
are fully irrigated and plowed. The cost is $40 per plot. Two plot maximum per
household; commercial gardening not allowed. Registration must be done in-person
at the nature center. Weather permitting; the plots will be ready in early May. The
Community Garden site is located at 5844 28th Avenue.
REGISTRATION START DATES & TIMES:
Richfield residents

Saturday, April 5, 10:00 am

Non-residents

Saturday, April 12, 10:00 am

Adult/Child Preschool Classes
Nature Adventurers
Young explorers (ages 3-5) accompanied by an adult will have an exciting
time exploring a different natural topic each visit. Enjoy stories, puppet shows,
crafts, hands-on activities, snack, and outdoor discovery time. Registration and
prepayment required by calling 612-861-9365. $8/child/class.
Topic

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

10-11:30 am

10-11:30 am

Patron ($250) Family benefits for one family plus engraved plaque.

Natural Bird Feeders

November 19

November 20

Life ($1,000) Family benefits plus framed Wood Lake photo.

Owls Around Us

December 3

December 4

Storybook Hike: The Mitten

December 17

December 18

Bunnies

January 7

January 8

Keeping Warm

January 21

January 22
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Children’s Yoga

February 4

February 5

Snowshoes and S’mores

February 25

February 26

Maple Syrup

March 11

March 12

Slithering Snakes

March 25

March 26

Adult Programs
Building will reopen approximately 15 minutes prior to event

Staying Fit this Winter
See a demonstration of Wood Lake’s cross-country ski and snow shoe equipment.
This class is a demonstration and introduction to ways to prepare for an active winter
at Wood Lake, then go outside for some exercise appropriate for the day’s weather
conditions.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

December 8

$3/person, free for members

Environmental Book Club

Rolled Beeswax Candles

Join other adults to discuss some wonderful environmental and outdoor recreationbased books. Refreshments will be provided. Most books are available at local
libraries or may be available for loan through the nature center. Please call 612-8619365 to register. $5/person, free for members. 6:30-8:00 pm.

Crafty or not, relax and enjoy making beautiful candles using sheets of pure
beeswax. They are fun and easy to make, look and smell great, and make fantastic
homemade holiday gifts! This is a great adult-child activity. Limit 40
Sunday

1:00-2:00, 2:00-3:00 or 3:00-4:00 pm

December 15

$3/person, free for members + $2 per candle

December 10

A Love Affair with Birds by Sue Leaf (author presenting *
preregistration required)

January 7

The Forest Unseen: A Year’s Watch in Nature by David G.
Haskell

Kid-Free Holiday Shopping

February 4

Never Look a Polar Bear in the Eyes by Zac Unger

March 4

Wild by Cheryl Strayed

Get that last-minute holiday shopping done! Drop off children (ages 4-12) for a
fun-filled afternoon of activities. Children will enjoy wintery hikes and games and
warm-up to stories and snacks around the fireplace. Limit 30

A Love Affair with Birds

Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

Guest Speaker- Author Sue Leaf

December 22

Pre-payment required – $20/child

A Love Affair with Birds is the first full biography of Thomas Sadler Roberts; bird
enthusiast, doctor, author, curator, educator and conservationist. Every chapter in
Roberts’ life is also a chapter in the state’s history, and in his story, acclaimed author
Sue Leaf (an avid bird enthusiast and nature lover herself) captures a true Minnesota
character and his time. Enjoy an hour presentation from the author followed by a
short group discussion.

Animal Tracks & Sign

Limit 15
Discover the mysteries of animal life in winter as we follow tracks to their favorite
haunts and read the ‘sign’ their activity leaves behind. Make a plaster cast of an
animal track to take home! Wear warm clothes and snow boots.

Tuesday, December 10

6:30 pm-8:00 pm

Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

$5/person, free for members

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

January 5

$3/person, free for members

Full Moon Snowshoe Strolls
Learn the joy of snowshoeing along moon-lit trails at Wood lake. Afterwards, enjoy
hot chocolate and the warmth of a fire. Please wear snow boots and warm clothing.
If snow conditions are poor we will hike the trails. Snowshoes available for rent or
bring your own. Limit 15. Ages 15 and up. Please call 612-861-9365 to pre-register.
January 16 and February 11

7:00-8:30 pm

$8/person, $3/person for members, per
session + snowshoe rental

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The Science of Syruping
Hike the Wood Lake sugarbush and enjoy tapping maple trees and learning
about the maple syruping process. Uncover the science behind this delicious
tradition. A sweet treat will be served. Limit 20. Ages 15 and up.

Games On Ice

Limit 30
Sardines, tag, races and more! Enjoy the winter season with family-fun games on
the icy marsh of Wood Lake. Hot chocolate and popcorn will be served.
Sunday

1:00-3:00 pm

January 12

$3/person, free for members

Cross-Country Ski Lessons

Limit 20
The friendly and non-competitive approach used by nature center staff provides a
comfortable learning environment for beginning skiers. Learn about equipment,
how to get up from a fall, uphill techniques, the diagonal stride and double poling.
Sunday, January 19

1:00-2:30 pm

$8/person, free for members

Tuesday, March 11

6:30-8:00 pm

Saturday, February 8

10:00-11:00 am

$8/person, free for members

$8/ person, $3 for members

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Sunday, February 9

1:00-2:30 pm

$8/person, free for members

Saturday and Sunday Specials
No pre-registration. Programs are offered on a first-come, first-served basis for both
members and non-members. Check in at the front desk.

Read-A-Story Theatre
Read-A-Story actors create a theater of imagination filled with expression and
enthusiasm as they take on the parts of characters in family-friendly stories. Listen
to these wintry stories and enjoy s’mores around the indoor fireplace. Limit 30
Sunday

1:00-2:00 or 3:00-4:00 pm

December 1

$3/person, free for members

If there is not enough snow, these alternate programs will be offered:
Birds of Costa Rica & Ecuador (January 19)
Learn about the migration patterns of common Minnesota birds and enjoy a
slideshow of birds from Costa Rica and Ecuador.
Native American Stick Bread (February 8 & 9)
Learn this Native American tradition. Grind corn, make dough, then cook it over an
open fire. Drizzle it with maple syrup and enjoy.
Sunday, January 19

1:00-2:30 pm

$3/person, free for members

Saturday, February 8

10:00-11:00 am

$3/person, free for members

Sunday, February 9

1:00-2:30 pm

$3/person, free for members
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Snowshoeing Basics Lessons

Limit 20
Enjoy the beauty of winter at Wood Lake while snowshoeing! Discover the history
of this sport along with techniques and helpful tips. Wear warm winter boots.
Snowshoes provided.
Saturday, January 25

10:00-11:30 am

$8/person, free for members

Sunday, January 26

1:00-2:30 or
3:00-4:30 pm

$8/person, free for members

Sunday, February 23

1:00-2:30 or
3:00-4:30 pm

$8/person, free for members

If there is not enough snow, these alternate programs will be offered:
Hot Air Balloons (January 25 & 26)
Discover the physics behind lighter-than air flight as we construct and fly a 5-foot
diameter model hot air balloon.
Winter Survival (February 23)
Learn the basics of survival and how to build a wilderness survival shelter out of
available materials in this hands-on class.

Professional magician, Norm Barnhart will astonish with his slight of hand
tricks. His sustainable messages will help make litter disappear and show how
to take better care of the natural world. Friends of Wood Lake members enjoy
this terrific magic show for FREE.
Sunday

1:00-1:45 or 2:3:0-3:15 pm

March 23

$5/person, free for members

The Physics of Flight

Limit 20
Discover the amazing science that keeps birds, bugs and jumbo jets aloft. Use this
knowledge to build a nifty kite to take home and fly!
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

March 30

$3/person, free for members

Winter Break Camps for Children

Saturday, January 25

10:00-11:30 am

$3/person, free for members

Sunday, January 26

1:00-2:30 or
3:00-4:30 pm

$3/person, free for members

Pre-registration and payment required. Snacks provided with all camps. Please call
612-861-9365 to register.

Sunday, February 23

1:00-2:30 or
3:00-4:30 pm

$3/person, free for members

Frozen Fun Days (K-2nd grade)

Snow Sculptures

Limit 20
Listen to the beloved winter story, Stranger in the Woods, and discover which
animals make Wood Lake their home. Create your own snow sculpture using natural
animal treats and uncover who visits!
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

February 2

$3/person, free for members

Muskrat Safari

Limit 25
Discover the amazing adaptations of these aquatic mammals and hike onto the
frozen marsh with a naturalist to find their lodges to estimate how many live here.
Learn how these industrious rodents change the marsh every year!
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

February 16

$3/person, free for members

Limit 16
Explore winter by trekking on snowshoes, tracking winter animals and playing
outdoor games. Warm up inside with cocoa, stories, and crafts. Come dressed and
ready to go outside!
Thursday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

December 26-27

$40/child

Outdoor Winter Survival (3rd-6th grades)
Limit 16
Survive the Wood Lake Challenge by building your own snow shelter, creating a fire,
and learning to cook over it. Discover how to use a map and compass while on a
snowshoe hike and learn how to plan your very own outdoor winter adventures!
Thursday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

December 26-27

$40/child

Winter Fiesta! (ages 6-12)

Limit 30
Celebrate the wonderful winter season by playing snow games. Enjoy a fun-filled
afternoon of snowshoe races, building winter forts, and snow tag. Please come
dressed in warm snow clothes and ready to have wild winter fun!

Make Your Own
Recycled Wood Bird House

Limit 20
Spring is just around the corner. It’s a great time to make a wren house and help
create more habitat for nesting songbirds. These houses are extra special because
they are made from reused pieces of wood and made by hand.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

March 2

$3/person, free for members + $8 per bird house

Those Marvelous Maples

Limit 25

Hike into Wood Lake’s sugar bush and help tap, collect, and boil maple sap
into syrup. Listen to the cultural and natural history of these amazing trees as
we make delicious maple treats.

December 27 and January 3
1:00-4:00 pm

$20/child/class

Cross-Country Ski & Snowshoeing
For a convenient ski trail close to home, visit Wood Lake! We have two traditionalstyle ski trails, 1.8 miles and .8 miles, that wind around the marsh and through the
woods. Snowshoes are welcome on walking paths.

Ski & Snowshoe Rental
Cross-country skis and snowshoes are available for rent to use at Wood Lake Nature
Center. Skis must be used on designated ski trails and snowshoes may only be used
on walking paths. Equipment is available on a first-come, first-served basis and
must be returned to the building by 4:30 pm.

Saturday, March 8

3:00-4:30 pm

Sunday, March 9

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

Monday-Saturday

9:00 am-3:30 pm

Saturday, March 15

3:00-4:30 pm

Sunday

12:30 pm-3:30 pm

Sunday, March 16

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

$8 (16-55 years old)

$4 (under 16, over 55)

$3/person, free for members
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Friends of Wood Lake Membership Drive:
Norm Barnhart’s Magic Show
Limit 80

Free for Friends of Wood Lake members
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Friday Night Luminary-lit
Ski & Snowshoe Rental
On Fridays, January 10 – February 28, from 6:00-8:00 pm, a short ski trail (.8 miles)
will be lit with luminaries and the building will be open for ski/snowshoe rental.
Snowshoes must be used on walking paths only; walking paths will not be lit. Warm
up inside near the fire and enjoy a nature documentary. Event will be cancelled
if conditions are poor. Please call 612-861-9365 before 5:00 pm if conditions are
questionable. Building will reopen just prior to 6:00 pm.

Candlelight and Ice
New Year’s Eve Program
Wood Lake Nature Center
December 31, 6:00-9:00 pm

Cross-Country Ski Lessons
See descriptions, times and fees in “Saturday and Sunday Specials” on page 5.

$4/person, Free for Members

Snowshoeing Basics Lessons
See descriptions, times and fees in “Saturday and Sunday Specials” on page 6.

Private Beginner Ski Lessons
Private lessons are available for adults, children, and families. Learn about
equipment, how to get up from a fall, and techniques for making cross-country
skiing rewarding and fun. Lessons are 90 minutes and include ski rental; cost is $75
for 1-5 people. Call 612-861-9365 for more information or to schedule a lesson.

Celebrate the New Year at Wood Lake with family and friends!
Follow hundreds of candle-lit luminaries on a walking trail through
cattails and trees while on the lookout for deer, fox, and owls. Roast
marshmallows over a crackling fire or warm up inside with hot
cocoa. Make a craft, play a game, or just sit back and relax. No preregistration; doors open at 6:00.

Recreation Programs & Athletics
Ice Skating & Movie

612-861-9385
MN Relay Service 711

Richfield Community Center • 7000 Nicollet Avenue
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Office is closed December 24 & 25, January 1 & 20, February 17
Register at the Richfield Community Center unless otherwise noted.

Youth & Teen Programs
Movie, Games & Sledding Play Day
Youth in grades K-3 have a fun day off school hanging out with your friends at the
Richfield Community Center! Watch movies, play games, make crafts and have pizza
for lunch! Feel free to bring a blanket or pillow so you can get extra comfy while
watching a movie! Bring outside winter play clothes & a sled! Min 10 – Max 20
Friday

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

December 27

$13

Richfield Community Center (7000 Nicollet Ave)

Grades K-3

Registration Deadline: Friday, December 20

Winter Outdoor Adventure!
Bring your sense of adventure and join us for a day of fun and exploration at the
Baker Near-Wilderness Settlement! We’ll spend part of the day snowshoeing while
taking in the Minnesota winter scenery. Next, we’ll learn important knowledge &
strategies of winter outdoor survival, including hands-on practice of learned skills in
fire-building, creating temporary shelters, and more! Be sure to wear a warm jacket
and sturdy boots as most of the day will be spent outdoors. We will have Subway for
lunch; please indicate turkey or ham when registering. This trip is sponsored by the
Richfield Optimist Club as part of the No Kids Left Indoors initiative.
Min 15 – Max 25
Thursday

9:45 am–3:00 pm

January 2

$5

Central School (7145 Harriet Ave)

Grades 2 - 5

Registration Deadline: Monday, December 23

Have some fun on one of your last days of winter break! We will travel by bus to
downtown Minneapolis to ice skate indoors at The Depot Rink. Spend the morning
skating with friends before we head to a local movie theater for an afternoon
matinee. We will stop for lunch in between activities so bring a bag lunch or money
to buy lunch. Min 10, Max 20
Friday

9:30 am – 3:00 pm

January 3

$20

Central School (7145 Harriet Ave)

Grades 3-8

Registration Deadline: Friday, December 27

Child & Babysitting Safety Training
This American Health & Safety Institute accredited program stresses the priority
to keep you and the children you care for safe. Boys and girls ages 11+ learn skill
training and information that is necessary in caring for infants and children. This
program will teach the importance of responsibility, recognizing an emergency,
emergency action steps, personal safety, fire and water safety, infant/child basic
care, and also, responding to an unconscious victim, CPR, choking management
and basic first aid. Upon successful completion, participants will earn the American
Health & Safety Institute Child and Babysitting Safety certification card. Please bring
pen, paper, dinner and beverages! Min. 6 students
Tuesday

January 7

4:30– 8:30 pm

Central School (7145 Harriet Ave) Room 103

Ages 11+

Registration Deadline: Friday, January 3

$40

Home Alone Safety Day
There is no magic age at which children develop the maturity and good sense
needed to stay alone. Make sure your 9 to 12 year-old is ready to be home
unattended. Prepare them to be alone for short periods of time, before or after
school or while you run errands. During this class, kids will make their own first-aid
kits and learn basic first-aid techniques. We’ll discuss personal and home safety,
internet safety, phone skills, fire safety, escape plans, what to do in severe weather,
snack ideas, appropriate activities and more! Lunch will be provided. This class is
(Continued on next page)
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Sign up to receive the Richfield Recreation e-newsletter at www.richfieldrecreation.com

Registration Information
Richfield Recreation Services accepts cash, check, Visa, MasterCard
or Discover. You may register by…
WALK IN:
Registration for all activities/classes is accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
Walk-in registrations will be handled first.

MAIL:

Registrations received by mail will be considered as they are received. If an
activity should fill up, a waiting list will be started. Please include your name,
address, phone, activity title, activity date and time, and class number. Make
checks payable to the City of Richfield. A registration form is available online,
at www.richfieldrecreation.com.

PHONE and FAX:

Check the brochure section for the correct phone number and pay by credit card.
Department Fax numbers are: Recreation & Senior Programs, 612-861-9388;
Ice Arena, 612-861-9353; and, Wood Lake Nature Center, 612-861-9367.

REGISTER ONLINE:

Registration is now available online for many of Richfield’s Recreation programs!
Check out www.richfieldrecreation.com for a link to the online registration site where
you can set up an account, sign up and pay for many of the classes offered through
Richfield Recreation Services. For more information, please call the Recreation
Services Department at the Community Center, at 612-861-9395.

Passport Assistance Program:

For those that may need financial assistance to participate in our programs. This
assistance is for qualified Richfield residents only. For more information, please call
the Recreation Services Department at the Community Center, at 612-861-9385.

Richfield ready

Scholarships are available for qualifying youth.
Call 612-861-9361 for more information.

Recreation Services General Policies & Procedures
Cancellations and Refunds

If you need to withdraw from a program, you must notify the Recreation Services office where you registered (Community Center, Ice Arena, Wood Lake, etc.)
before the session begins.
1. The Richfield Recreation Services Department reserves the right to cancel class(es) or activities due to insufficient enrollment or issues beyond our control. Full refunds will be
given when classes are cancelled by our department.
2. When a class is not cancelled by the department, registered program participants are eligible to receive a refund when canceling one week prior to the first class session.
No refunds will be issued when requested within one week or after the start of the first class session unless for bona fide medical reasons. Refunds will be prorated if you have
participated in the class prior to the occurrence of the medical condition. Richfield Recreation Services reserves the right to require documentation from a physician.
3. When a customer attends the first class of a session and the class does not meet their expectations, we will give a prorated refund for the remaining classes. The refund must be
requested before the second class session takes place.
4. Refunds will not be issued for classes missed due to illness or vacations.
5. For activities that have advance program expenses, i.e. bus transportation, contracted services or prepaid admissions, no refunds will be issued after the registration deadline.

Registering for others

When registering for recreation programs, you may only register your immediate family and one other family (a family constitutes all persons permanently living at the
same address).

Voluntary Program Participation

I understand that my or my child’s participation in this program is voluntary and that the program is offered for the benefit of participants. I also understand that the risk of injury
to myself or child from the activities in the program is significant, including potential for permanent disability and death. In consideration of my or my child being allowed to
participate, I knowingly assume all such risks, both known and unknown, even if arising from the negligence of the City of Richfield, its agents or employees. For myself, my child,
my spouse and our heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, I release and hold harmless the City of Richfield, its agents and employees with respect to any and all
injury, disability, death, loss or damage to person or property arising out of connected to my or my child’s participation in this program, whether arising from the negligence of the
City or otherwise, to the fullest extent permitted by law.”

Consent to Photography and Video Recordings of Programs

Richfield Recreation Services uses photography and video recordings to document activities and promote recreation opportunities. Participation in a recreation activity acts as your
consent to such photographs and recordings unless you indicate otherwise to City staff.

