Wood Lake Nature Center
612-861-9365

MN Relay Service 711
6710 Lake Shore Drive • www.woodlakenaturecenter.org

The City of Richfield’s Wood Lake Nature Center is a 150-acre natural area
dedicated to environmental education, wildlife observation, and outdoor
recreation. Three miles of trails and boardwalks wind through the park. The
trails are either blacktop or crushed limestone, and most are wheelchair
accessible during summer months. To preserve the natural habitat, no
pets, bikes, or rollerblades are allowed.
The Interpretive Center offers visitors a chance to learn more about plants,
animals, and the environment. Staff naturalists are available to answer
questions during building hours. For more information about nature
center classes, programs, or facilities, please call 612-861-9365 or visit
www.woodlakenaturecenter.org.
Building Hours Monday-Saturday: 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm-5:00 pm
Building is closed on legal holidays. Trails remain open.
Park Hours

Daily: 5:00 am-11:00 pm

Group Programs & Fees
Interpretive naturalists and educators have developed engaging, handson programs for schools, home schools, childcare centers, scout groups,
seniors, adults with disabilities, and other groups. Cost is $4 per participant
($40 minimum). For a program list, visit www.woodlakenaturecenter.org/
programs. Call 612-861-9365 for availability.
Room Rental
The nature center offers a wonderful setting for meetings, parties,
memorials, anniversaries, and receptions. Auditorium rental includes
seating for 60-80, tables and chairs, use of the fireplace, and a beautiful
view of the marsh. Non-alcoholic beverages only; no helium balloons.
Resident:
$42/hour for private party rentals
Non-Resident: $47/hour for private party rentals
Non-Profit:
$32/hour for non-profit groups

Membership
Individual ($30) Includes free admission to Sunday Specials (up to $3
discount), free admission to Half-Haunted Halloween, Candlelight & Ice, Live
Animal Show, and Adult Book Club, free cross-country ski and snowshoe rental,
and a 10% discount on select programs and merchandise, plus newsletter.
Family ($50) Same as Individual benefits for a maximum of two named
adults residing at the same address and their dependent children or grandchildren
under age 18.
Sustaining ($100) Same as Family plus four Wood Lake mugs.
Corporate ($250) Engraved plaque plus Family benefits for one family.
Life ($1,000) Same as Family plus framed Wood Lake photo.

23rd Annual
Wood Lake Nature Center
Fundraising Dinner & Silent Auction

Friday, April 26
Ticket Price: $45

The Friends of Wood Lake present their annual fundraising dinner. Proceeds benefit Wood Lake
Nature Center’s programs and facilities. Join a Naturalist from the Minnesota Zoo’sZoomobile
to meet live animals, including a raptor, tropical lizard, mammal and invertebrate. Learn about
their habits and habitats, and gain insight into the care and interpretation of these amazing
animals. This will be a great opportunity to see a combination of Minnesota and tropical species
up close and personal.Silent auction, ticket prizes, and more. Held at the Minnesota Valley
Golf Club. Call 612-861-9365 to purchase tickets. Only 200 seats are available, so don’t delay!

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
Wood Lake offers a variety of birthday parties that are fun, educational, and the
mess stays with us! We provide a naturalist-led activity and use of the party room
with tables, chairs, and tablecloths. Payment is due when the party is booked.
For an additional $10, make it a “green” party; includes reusable dishes, silverware,
cups, and recycled paper napkins. Treat bags available for $2 each.
Visit www.woodlakenaturecenter.org for additional information or call
612-861-9365 to schedule.
Time

2 hours total (first hour with naturalist,
last hour in party room)

Resident

$90 for up to ten children, $4 per additional child (max 15)

Non-Resident

$99 for up to ten children, $4 per additional child (max 15)

• Critter Hunt Birthday (ages 4-5) Become nature detectives
and look for hidden animals at Wood Lake.
• Treasure Hunt Birthday (ages 5-9) Find clues along the trail
to receive puzzle pieces that lead to a treasure!
• Scaly Tales Birthday (ages 5-12) Meet a snake, turtle, and
salamander and learn about these amazing creatures.
• Tracks and Trails Birthday (ages 5-12) Make a plaster
track to take home, then hike the trails to search for real
animal tracks outside.
• Creatures from the Marsh Birthday (ages 5-12) Head out
with nets and buckets to discover what creatures lurk in Wood Lake’s marsh.
• Games Birthday (ages 7-12) Hawk vs. crows, squirrel tag, everybody’s it! Play
fun, nature-oriented games chosen by the birthday child.
• Survival Birthday (ages 7-12) Learn the basics of survival and build an
outdoor shelter.

Community Gardens
Garden plots, measuring 15’ x 20’, are available for seasonal rental on a first-come,
first-served basis. Garden plots are plowed and fully irrigated. The cost is $40 per
plot; two plot maximum per household. Commercial gardening is not allowed.
Registration must be done in-person at the nature center. Weather permitted, the
plots will be ready in early May. The Community Garden site is located at 5844 28th
Avenue.
REGISTRATION START DATES & TIMES:
Resident

Saturday, April 6, 10:00 am

Non-Resident

Saturday, April 13, 10:00 am
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Celebrate Earth Day!

Adult Programs
Environmental Book Club
Join other adults to discuss some wonderful environmental and outdoor recreation
based books. Refreshments will be provided. All are welcome! Please call to register.
Tuesdays

6:30-8:00 pm

April 9

Through A Window by Jane Goodall

May 7

The Eternity of Eagles by Stephen Bodio

1:00-4:00 pm

April 21

Free

Limit 20

Hike with a naturalist to search for returning feathered friends in the forest and
the marsh. Marvel at the stories of their journey back to their nesting grounds.
Binoculars will be provided.

Spring Bird Hikes
Enjoy a spring hike through Wood Lake to look for both migrating and resident birds.
Discover how to identify species from sight and sound. Binoculars and field guides
will be available for loan. Please call to register 612-861-9365.
Thursdays

6:00 pm-sunset

April 25, May 2

$5/hike, free for members

Saturday & Sunday Specials
No pre-registration. Programs are offered on a first-come first-served basis for both
members and non-members. Check in at front desk.

Limit 30

Hike into Wood Lake’s sugar bush to help tap, collect, and boil maple sap into syrup.
Listen to the natural and cultural history of maple syruping and enjoy a maple treat.
$3/person, free for members.

Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm or 3:00-4:30 pm

April 28

$3/person, free for members

Operation Buckthorn!
Get those muscles moving and help pull buckthorn from Wood Lake! Refreshments
will be served following the event. Please bring work gloves. All ages and groups are
encouraged to help.
Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

May 5

Free

In a Prairie Garden:
A Mother’s Day Event

Limit 25

Celebrate Mother’s Day with activities that celebrate the glory of the prairies. Hike to
the south prairie to explore the unique plants in the rarest of Minnesota’s habitats.
Make butterfly cookies, drink prairie tea and laminate bookmarks made with prairie
seeds as gifts for moms or grandmothers.

Saturday, March 9

3:00-4:30 pm

Sunday

1:00-3:00 pm

Sunday, March 10

1:00-2:30 pm or 3:00-4:30 pm

May 12

$3/person, free for members

Saturday, March 16

3:00-4:30 pm

Sunday, March 17

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

Live Animal Show-Friends of Wood Lake
Membership Drive
Meet live animals (including a fox, racoon, lizard and bird) and learn about the many
benefits of being a Friends of Wood Lake member. Members help make Wood Lake a
dynamic place, serving people of all ages with great programming.
Sunday

1:00-2:00 or 3:00-4:00 pm

March 24

$3/person, free for members

Bird House Building

Limit 25

Construct a cedar wren house to help these melodious insect-eaters! Learn proper
birdhouse placement and monitoring guidelines.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm or 3:00-4:30 pm

April 7

$3/person, free for members + $8 per birdhouse

Landscaping For Clean Water
Everyone can do their part to protect clean water in our communities. Join
Leslie Yetka from the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District to learn the basics of
landscaping and other practices that reduce runoff and improve the quality of our
lakes and rivers for future generations.

10

Sunday

Migration Magic

$5/person, free for members

Marvelous Maples

Celebrate Earth Day by giving Mother Nature a hand. Pick up litter, help weed the
prairie, and remove buckthorn trees to make Wood Lake a more beautiful and
diverse place. Refreshments will be served.

Marsh Mysteries Discovered

Limit 25

How do cattails grow? What do ducks and turtles eat? Discover the answers to these
mysteries and more using nets and scoops to dip into the marsh to explore this
diverse ecosystem.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm or 3:00-4:30 pm

May 19

$3/person, free for members

Adult/Child Preschool Programs
Nature Adventurers
Young explorers (ages 3-5) accompanied by an adult will have an exciting time
exploring a different natural topic each visit. Enjoy stories, crafts, hands-on activities,
snack, and outdoor discovery time. Registration and prepayment required by calling
612-861-9365. $8/child per class.
Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Topic

10-11:30 am

10-11:30 am

Limit 15 children

March 12

March 13

Animal Tracks

March 26

March 27

Magical Maples

April 9

April 10

Spring Storybook Hike

April 23

April 24

Earth Day Celebration

Sunday

1:00-2:00 pm

May 7

May 8

Grow Seeds Grow

April 14

$3/person, free for members

May 21

May 22

Magical Marsh
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Nature Adventurers-Summer Edition

Forest Friends

Young explorers (ages 3-5) accompanied by an adult will have an exciting time
exploring different natural topics. Enjoy stories, crafts, hands-on activities, snack,
and outdoor discovery time. Registration and prepayment required. Fee:$46

Discover forest animals small and large while exploring animal homes of all sorts!
Daily adventures digging in the soil, rolling over logs, and looking at tree-tops will
help us uncover these special animals. Have fun listening to animal sounds and
making your own furry friend!

Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30-11:30 am

Topic

June 11, 12, 13

Dino-Mite!

August 13, 14, 15

Wild Things

August 13-15

Pre-registration and payment required. Snacks and water will be provided with all
camps. Please call 612-861-9365 to register or visit www.woodlakenaturecenter.org
to register online.

PRESCHOOL (AGES 4-6) & KINDERGARTEN GRADUATE

DAY CAMPS

While exploring all the colors of the rainbow, children will discover creatures both
small and large. Daily adventures with nets, bug boxes and magnifying glasses will
inspire art, games, songs, and more. Kids will make their own rainbow butterflies.
9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

Fun aquatic adventures await as each day we will explore a new area of the marsh.
Enjoy using nets, underwater cameras, and more as we discover how animals live in
this wet and muddy environment. We will use creativity and imagination to fashion
marsh inspired art!
August 20-22

$46

By jumping and hopping in search of tadpoles and toads, kids will learn how these
amazing creatures magically transform through games, demonstrations, crafts and
live animals. Each day will be a hopping new adventure!
Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Birds, Bees, and Bunnies

August 27-29

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Rockin Reptiles
Investigate the world of reptiles using hands-on activities, live animal interaction,
crafts and stories to learn about reptiles in a non-scary environment.
July 9-11

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Marvelous Mud
Take a magical adventure to the wet and muddy marsh of Wood Lake! Put on boots
and play clothes and get ready for some muddy fun. Discover the amazing sights,
smells, and sounds of this squishy stuff while learning all about mud.
July 16-18

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Beautiful Birds
Explore the magnificent world of birds through stories, crafts, discovery hikes, and
games! Learn how birds use their feathers for flight, talons for hunting, and learn all
about eggs.
July 23-25

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Getting Buggy
Get ready for some buggy fun! Sink your fingers in the dirt and learn about worms,
bees, spiders, butterflies, beetles, and more. Every day will be an adventure as you
learn how bugs grow, uncover their homes, and discover their true beauty!
August 6-8

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

$46

FIRST-SECOND GRADE GRADUATE

DAY CAMPS
Water World
Fun aquatic adventures await as we explore a new area of the marsh. Enjoy using
nets, underwater cameras, microscopes, and more as we discover how animals live
in this wet, muddy environment. Meet live animals and play water inspired games!
June 17-21

Fly, buzz, and hop while exploring bird nests, a live bee hive, and the furry mammals
that call Wood Lake home. Make a natural bird feeder, enjoy a visit from a furry
friend, eat honey snacks, and play games that will keep everyone hopping!
June 25-27

Tue, Wed, Thu

Sounds of the Wild

Tadpoles and Toads

June 18-20

$46

Chirps, clicks, and hoots are just some of the noises we will uncover while exploring
the fascinating world of animal sounds. Discover why and how animals make
sounds. Meet animals up-close, observe their noises and construct a sound device!

Rainbow Things and Butterfly Wings

Tue, Wed, Thu

9:30-11:30 am or 1:00-3:00 pm

Marsh Magic

Summer Camps for Children

June 11-13

Tue, Wed, Thu

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

Fantastic Forts
Work in groups to build forts from fallen sticks, logs and tarps. These unique
hideouts will become home base for snacks, games and nature activities. Parents are
invited to visit the fort on Friday.
July 8-12

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

Our Feathered Friends
Each day will be an adventure to seek out and identify birds and their calls. Make
bird crafts and bird snacks. Begin a lifelong hobby of bird watching this summer.
July 22-26

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

Incredible Insects
Students will construct their own insect circus and collection devices to capture
different insect specimens. Discover which insects make the best circus acrobats!
August 5-9

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

Nature’s Chefs
Some call them weeds, we call them ingredients. Pizzas and spaghetti are better
with a little stinging nettle thrown in for flavor and nutrition. Prepare great dishes
made out of nature’s bounty and prepare a wonderful meal for parents at the end of
the week.
August 26-30

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

$46
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Outdoor Survival Skills
Learn the skills needed to survive outdoors and become more aware of the natural
world. Discover how to use a compass and read a map, build a shelter and fire, track
animals, and identify edible plants. Put your new skills to the test with an end of the
week Survivor Challenge!
July 15-19

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

$76

Wood Lake’s Amazing Race

11th Annual Urban Wildland
Half Marathon & 5K
Saturday, August 3, 7:00 am
VETERANS PARK

Now in its 11th year, the Urban Wildland Half Marathon &
5K has funded the environmental education program at
Wood Lake Nature Center since 2003, when the partnership
between Wood Lake and the Richfield Public Schools was in
jeopardy due to budget cuts. Visit www.urbanwildland.com
for more information. Follow the link to www.EventBrite.com
to register.
Through June 16
Half Marathon $45 5K $25
Beginning June 17 Half Marathon $50 5K $30
Prices include all registration fees, microfiber wicking shirt,
food and beverage, chip timing, virtual runner bag with
special deals for registrants.

THIRD-SIX TH GRADE GRADUATE

DAY CAMPS
Junior Naturalists (4th-6th grade graduates)
Students will shadow Wood Lake Naturalists to learn the many tasks of the job.
Participants will get hands-on animal care training and learn how to identify and
survey plants, birds, insects, amphibians, mammals, and reptiles. Also, students will
learn about prairie and forest management. Snacks and beverages will be provided.
June 11-July 11

Tuesdays and Thursdays

1:00-3:00 pm

$76

Introduction to Animal Care
Participants will develop the skills and knowledge needed to care for Wood Lake’s
captive animals. They will exercise and feed animals, clean cages and design their
own exhibit about the care of their favorite critter. This exhibit will be displayed at
the nature center during our animal fair.

August 12-16

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

Bats, owls, insects, mammals and more! Discover what animals roam Wood Lake
at night! Use trail cameras, black lights and tracking devices to uncover clues
to determine which species call Wood Lake home. Enjoy hands-on scientific
experiments, play games, and make an animal display!
August 19-23

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

612-861-9350
MN Relay Service 711

636 East 66th Street
Register for Ice Arena programs at the Arena.

Open Skating Schedule
APRIL THROUGH MAY 12 (no Sundays after 5/13, no Fridays after 5/10)
Sunday

3:30-5:00 pm

Monday

12:00-1:30 pm

Tuesday

12:00-1:30 pm

Wednesday

6:30-8:00 pm

Thursday

12:00-1:30 pm

Friday

12:00-1:30 pm

JUNE THROUGH AUGUST
(no sessions 7/3, 7/4, 7/18, 7/22, 7/23, 7/25, 8/5, 8/6, 8/8)
Monday

12:00-1:30 pm

Tuesday

12:00-1:30 pm

Wednesday

6:30-8:00 pm

Thursday

12:00-1:30 pm

Mon, Tue, Thu (7/8-7/16)

12:15-1:45 pm

Occasionally open skating sessions may be cancelled because of special events or
scheduling conflicts. Schedules are available online, in the Ice Arena office or by
calling 612- 861-9350.
FEES:
10 Admission Ticket

$32

Fantastic Forts

20 Admission Ticket

$55

Work in groups to build forts from fallen sticks, logs and tarps. These unique
hideouts will become home base for snacks, games and nature activities. Parents
can visit the fort on Friday.

Skate Rental

$2.50

Skate Sharpening

$5

Ice Rental: Prime Time

$190/hr + tax

Ice Rental: Non-Prime Time

$160/hr + tax

June 24-28

Monday-Friday

9:00-11:30 am

9:00-11:30 am

$76

$76

$76

Richfield Ice Arena

$4

Monday-Friday

$76

Creatures of the Night

Open Skating

June 10-14

12

Kids will be challenged each day with wild nature and science activities that will
test their skill, then follow clues to the next activity. They will work in pairs, so they
are encouraged to bring a friend to compete with as they learn compass skills, catch
insects, build shelters, identify plants and scat, use microscopes and much more!
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