Wood Lake Nature Center
BIRTHDAY PARTIES

612-861-9365

MN Relay Service 711
6710 Lake Shore Drive • www.woodlakenaturecenter.org

The City of Richfield’s Wood Lake Nature Center is a 150-acre natural area dedicated
to environmental education, wildlife observation, and outdoor recreation. Three
miles of trails and boardwalks wind through the park. The trails are either blacktop
or crushed limestone, and most are wheelchair accessible during summer months.
To preserve the natural habitat, no pets, bikes, or rollerblades are allowed.
The Interpretive Center offers visitors a chance to learn more about plants, animals,
and the environment through live animal displays, interactive exhibits, and
Naturalists available to answer questions during building hours.
For more information about nature center classes, programs, or facilities, please call
612-861-9365 or visit woodlakenaturecenter.org.
Building Hours Monday-Saturday: 8:30 am-5:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm-5:00 pm
Building is closed on legal holidays. Trails remain open.
Park Hours

Daily: 5:00 am-11:00 pm

Group Programs & Fees
Interpretive Naturalists have developed engaging, hands-on programs for schools,
homeschools, childcare centers, scout groups, seniors, adults with disabilities, and
other groups. Cost is $4 per participant ($40 minimum). For a program list, visit
woodlakenaturecenter.org/programs. Call 612-861-9365 for availability.
Room Rentals
The nature center offers a wonderful setting and central location in the metro area
for meetings, parties, memorials, anniversaries, and receptions. Auditorium rental
includes seating for 60-80, tables and chairs, use of the fireplace, and a beautiful
view of the marsh. Non-alcoholic beverages only; no helium balloons.
Richfield residents $42/hour for private party rentals
Non-residents
$47/hour for private party rentals
Non-profit groups $32/hour for non-profit groups

Time

2 hrs. total (first hr. with naturalist; last hr. without naturalist)

Fee

$99 for up to ten children, $4 per additional child (max. 15)

Critter Hunt Birthday (ages 4-5) Become nature detectives and look for hidden
animals at Wood Lake.
Treasure Hunt Birthday (ages 5-9) Find nature clues along the trail to receive
puzzle pieces that lead to a hidden treasure.
Scaly Tales Birthday (ages 5-12) Meet a live snake, turtle, and
salamander to learn all about these amazing creatures! Time
permitting, hike outside to look for reptiles and amphibians in
their natural habitat.
Tracks and Trails Birthday (ages 5-12) Make a plaster track to
take home, then hike the trails to search for real animals and their
tracks.
Games Birthday (ages 7-12) Hawk vs. crows, squirrel tag,
everybody’s it! Play fun, nature-oriented games chosen by the
birthday child.
Survival Birthday (ages 8-12) Learn the basics of survival and build an outdoor
shelter. Work together to see if your group can survive!

Adult Programs & Events
Environmental Book Club
Join other adults to discuss some wonderful environmental and outdoor recreationbased books. Refreshments will be provided. All are welcome! Most books are
available at local libraries. Please pre-register by calling 612-861-9365. $5/person,
free for members.

Memberships
Friends of Wood Lake Nature Center (FOWL) memberships help protect vital wildlife
habitat, support educational programs and interpretive displays, plus come with
great benefits for you to enjoy. Memberships are good for one year and include
free admission to Saturday and Sunday Specials (up to $3) and other programs,
including Half-Haunted Halloween, Candlelight & Ice, and Adult Book Club. Also
includes free on-site cross-country ski and snowshoe rental, and a 10% discount on
select programs and merchandise. See membership levels for additional benefits:
Individual ($30) Basic membership benefits (listed above) for one person.
Family ($50) Basic membership benefits for a max. of two named adults residing
at the same address and their dependent children or grandchildren under age 18.
Sustaining ($100) Family benefits plus four Wood Lake mugs.
Corporate ($250) Family benefits for one family plus engraved plaque.
Life ($1,000) Family benefits plus framed Wood Lake photo.
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Wood Lake offers a variety of birthday parties that are fun, educational, and
the mess stays with us! Parties include a naturalist-led activity and use of the
party room with tables, chairs, and tablecloths. Payment is due when the party
is booked. Treat bags available at $2 each. Save a trip to the party store and
have a “green party” for an additional $10; includes reusable dishes, cups, and
silverware. 10% discount on party fee for Friends of Wood Lake members. Visit
woodlakenaturecenter.org for additional information and full party descriptions.

Tuesdays

6:30-8:00 pm

September 9

Eye of the Albatross by Carl Safina

October 14

Lost in the Wild by Cary Griffith

November 5

In Defense of Food by Michael Pollan

December 9

The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill by Mark Bittner

Beekeeping Basics

Limit 25

Learn about beekeeping techniques and equipment and what you can do to
maintain healthy honeybee populations. Look into Wood Lake’s hive, learn about
local bee populations, and taste a variety of honey from the Minnesota Honey
Company. Pre-registration required by calling 612-861-9365.
Thursday

6:30-8:00 pm

September 18

$8/person, $5 for members
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Nature’s Table-Wild Edibles Hike Limit 25
Learn how to make a delicious nutritious smoothie using wild edible fall fruits.
Berries are full of antioxidants and easy to identify. Bake curled dock muffins with
flour made from the seeds of this versatile plant. Please call 612-861-9365 to
register.
Wednesday

6:00-7:30 pm

September 24

$8/person, $5 for members

Birding Hikes
Fall is an exciting time to spot migrating birds. Enjoy an educational and leisurely
walk through the nature center on a guided bird hike. Both amateur and advanced
bird watchers are welcome! Binoculars and field guides available for loan. Class may
be cancelled in case of inclement weather.
Mondays

6:00-7:30 pm

September 29

$5/person, free for members

October 6

$5/person, free for members

Make Your Own Snowshoes

Limit 10

Experience the satisfaction that comes from lacing your own personalized, Ojibwastyle wood or Urban-style aluminum snowshoes. With quality frames and nylon
lacing, these works of art will last a lifetime. With the Ojibwa kit, bindings are sold
separately. With the new, Urban aluminum kit, bindings are included. Materials and
professional instruction provided. Payment required by November 17.
Wednesdays

6:30-9:00 pm

November 19 & 26

$140/person Ojibwa Style
$110/person Urban Style

Adult/Child Preschool Programs
Nature Adventurers

Limit 15

Young explorers (ages 3-5) accompanied by an adult will have an exciting time
exploring a different natural topic each visit. Enjoy stories, crafts, hands-on activities,
snack, and outdoor discovery time. Registration and prepayment required by calling
612-861-9365. $8/child
Topic

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

10:00-11:30 am

10:00-11:30 am

Camouflage

September 2

September 3

Storybook Hike: A Woodland
Counting Story Apple Cidering

September 16

September 17

Weekend Specials
No pre-registration unless otherwise noted. Programs offered on a first-come,
first-served basis; check in at the front desk.

Mysteries of the Marsh

Limit 20

An afternoon aquatic adventure awaits! Dip in the marsh with nets and cups to see
what critters call the marsh home.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm

September 7

$3/person, free for members

Honey Harvest

Limit 30

In a good year, Wood Lake’s bees will make over 200 pounds of honey! Discover
the active and fascinating life of the honeybee while looking into a beehive and
harvesting fresh honey to taste. Learn what you can do at home to maintain healthy
honey bee populations.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

September 14

$3/person, free for members

Prairie Seed Collection

Limit 25

Discover the dynamic ecosystem of a prairie habitat through an afternoon of seed
collection. Enjoy a hike out to the Wood Lake prairie to learn about the unique
adaptations of prairie plants and gather seeds to continue healthy growth of this
special wild space! Please wear closed-toe shoes and bring a water bottle.
Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

September 28

$3/person, free for members

Apple Cidering

Limit 25

Discover the history and age-old tradition of cidering while milling and pressing
apples into cider. Sample a variety of apples and enjoy a short hike while the mash
sweetens.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

October 5

$3/person, free for members

Celebrate the Fall Harvest

Limit 20

Cook up a veggie stew complete with wild plants available in the fall. Stews are an
easy and healthy way to cook up all of those extra garden delights and wild plants
(fall mushrooms, nettles and plantain) lend a hand by adding flavors and many
healthy vitamins and minerals.

My Special Tree

September 30

October 1

Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm

Apple Cidering

October 14

October 15

October 12

$3/person, free for members

Batty for Bats Costume Party

October 28

October 29

Habitat Hunters

November 4

November 5

Getting Ready for Winter

November 18

November 19

Hooves and Antlers

December 2

December 3

Storybook Hike: Three Snow Bears

December 16

December 17

Children’s Yoga

Limit 12

Batty for Bats

Limit 40

Explore the fascinating world of Minnesota’s night-fliers in this multi-media
presentation. Learn how to encourage bats in your neighborhood and make a cool
bat mask to take home!
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

October 26

$3/person, free for members

Parents and children will enjoy the many benefits of yoga in a fun atmosphere! Each
class is 45 minutes long, followed by a relaxing storytime with a snack! Registration
and prepayment required. $10/child per class
Fridays

9:00-10:00 am

September 5, October 10, November 14, December 12
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Edible Landscaping
(planning next year’s garden)

Limit 30

Gardening can be a thing of beauty, as well as your own personal grocery store.
Learn tips on how to plan, prepare, and harvest your garden to maximize its
potential for edibles, including serviceberry, cherry, wild rose, currants, and more.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 pm

November 2

$3/person, free for members

Fall Leaf Prints

Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

November 9

$3/person, free for members + $4/
bandana

Buckthorn Busting Brigade
Become an environmental warrior and help Wood Lake rid the forest of this harmful,
invasive tree. Wear long pants, sturdy shoes and work gloves and be prepared to get
dirty as we do battle with this destroyer of diversity. Refreshments will be served.
Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

November 16

FREE

How do they Survive?

Limit 30

Wildlife has a variety of strategies to survive the cold dark winters. Like us, some
just leave, others sleep it away, while still others are active. Come learn about the
fascinating winter habits of insects, amphibians, reptiles and mammals, then hike to
find their homes.
Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

November 23

$3/person, free for members

Kids Only! Nature Play Day

Limit 20

Drop children off (ages 4-12), for a fun-filled afternoon of nature activities. Children
will enjoy scavenger hunt hikes, fort building, snow games and more! Each class will
have time to warm-up to stories and snacks around the fireplace! While the kids are
playing, parents can use the time to prepare for the holidays. Preregistration and
prepayment required. 20% multi-child discount.
Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

November 30

$20/child

Rolled Beeswax Candles

Limit 40

Crafty or not, relax and enjoy making beautiful candles using sheets of pure
beeswax. They are fun and easy to make, look and smell great, and make fantastic
homemade holiday gifts! This is a great adult-child activity.
Sunday

1:00-2:00, 2:00-3:00 or 3:00-4:00 pm

December 7

$3/person, free for members + $2
per candle

Keeping Track of Wildlife

Limit 20

Drop children off (ages 4-12), for a fun-filled afternoon of nature activities. Children
will enjoy scavenger hunt hikes, fort building, snow games and more! Each class will
have time to warm-up to stories and snacks around the fireplace! While the kids are
playing, parents can use the time to prepare for the holidays. Preregistration and
prepayment required. 20% multi-child discount.
Sunday

1:00-4:00 pm

December 21, 28

$20/child

Limit 20

Smell the crisp fall air as we hike through Wood Lake and discover fall’s magnificent
changes. We will be gathering leaves to print onto bandanas to make a permanent
memory of your afternoon.

Winter Break Kids Camps
Arctic Adventures (K-2nd grade)
Explore the winter world of snowshoes, animals, and outdoor games. Discover how
people of the arctic survive in extreme cold. Warm up inside with stories and crafts.
Limit 16
Monday & Tuesday

9:00-11:30 am

December 29 & 30

$40/child

Outdoor Winter Survival (3rd-6th grade)
Survive the Wood Lake Challenge of building your own shelter, creating a fire,
and learning to cook over it! Discover how to use a map and compass while on a
snowshoe hike and how to plan your very own winter outdoor adventures! Please
come dressed in warm snow clothes. Limit 16
Monday and Tuesday

9:00-11:30 am

December 29 & 30

$40/child

Winter Fiesta! (ages 6-12)
Celebrate the wonderful winter season as we play snow games. Enjoy a fun-filled
afternoon of snowshoe races, building winter forts, and snow tag. Please come
dressed in warm winter clothes and ready to have wild winter fun! Limit 30
Friday

1:00-4:00 pm

January 2

$20/child

This family-friendly, non-scary Halloween event
is full of activities including an interactive trick or treat trail,
a must-see magic show, an all-ages dance, games, face painting,
hot cocoa, and cookies! Trail, games, dance, and snacks are ongoing;
magic show repeats every 25 minutes. Space is limited. Tickets must be
purchased in advance at the Nature Center. Event entry is between
3:00 and 6:00 pm. Ticket-holders are let into the event first, then non-ticket
holders will be let in as space becomes available.

Saturday, October 18

3:00-7:30 pm • $4 in advance, $5 at door.
Free for Friends of Wood Lake members.

Limit 30

Tracks and signs let wildlife managers know how many and what kind of mammals
are in a given area. Come discover who is spending the winter at Wood Lake by
tracking deer and coyote. Take home a plaster track as a souvenir.
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Kids Only! Nature Play Day

Sunday

1:00-2:30 or 3:00-4:30 pm

December 14

$3/person, free for members
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