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Planning Commission Staff Report

PC Meeting Date: April 12, 2010
	ITEM FOR PLANNING COMMISSION CONSIDERATION:

	Public hearing to consider an amendment to the dynamic sign regulations clarifying the requirement that the dynamic display be structurally connected to the static (non-changing) portion of the sign.


	I. Recommended Action:

	Conduct and close a public hearing and by motion:  Recommend approval of the attached ordinance amendment to Richfield City Code Subsection 549.25 Subd. 2(a) related to dynamic sign requirements.   


II. Background

On December 11, 2007, the City Council adopted new sign regulations that included rules governing dynamic signs.  Considerable research was done prior to the presentation of these recommendations.   Staff reported to the Council that the proposed regulations would limit the dynamic display portion of any sign to 35 percent of the total sign area.  The current code language, however, leaves it unclear whether the dynamic display portion of a sign may be a separate sign face from the primary sign or whether it must be contained within, or contiguous to, the primary sign face.  

At the time the dynamic sign ordinance was discussed and adopted, staff had presumed that the dynamic portion of a sign would be contained within or contiguous to the primary sign and the regulations were explained to the Planning Commission and Council in this way.  Staff feels that aggregating the signage prevents visual clutter that multiple separate signs can create. 

The proposed amendment adds language to remove any ambiguity to ensure that the rule meets the original intent of the ordinance, by requiring that the dynamic display portion of a sign be located contiguous to the static portion of that sign.
III. Basis of Recommendation

A. Policy

· Stated findings of the City’s sign regulations are that: (Section 549.01)

· “Signs help citizens find their way to intended destinations[.]”
· “The safety of motorists, cyclists, pedestrians and other users of public streets and property is affected by the number, size, location and appearance of signs that unduly divert the attention of drivers[.]”
B. Critical Issues

· The proposed amendment clarifies the existing rule.

· Research has shown the importance of static signs in helping the public to identify and find intended destinations.  Changing messages have been found to detract from this way-finding purpose and can adversely affect driving conduct through last second lane changes, stops or turns.    
C. Financial

· N/A
D. Legal
· Notice of this public hearing was published in the Sun Current in accordance with State and Local requirements.  
· Other Actions:

· Council:  The recommendation of the Planning Commission will go to the City Council for two readings.  If the City Council adopts the recommended changes, they will take effect 30 days after the approved Council resolution is posted in the Sun Current newspaper.  
IV. Alternative Recommendation(s)

· Recommend approval of the proposed amendments with additional changes.

· Recommend denial of the proposed amendments.

V. Attachments

· Ordinance
VI. Principal Parties Expected at Meeting

· N/A

BILL NO. _____

AMENDMENT TO RICHFIELD CITY CODE

SUBSECTION 549.25 SUBD. 2(a) RELATED TO 
DYNAMIC SIGN REQUIREMENTS
THE CITY OF RICHFIELD DOES ORDAIN:

Section 1
Subsection 549.25, Subdivision 2(a) of the Richfield City Code is amended to read as follows:

Subd. 2.  Regulations.  Dynamic displays on signs are allowed subject to the following conditions:


a)  Dynamic displays are allowed only on monument and pylon signs for non-residential uses in the residential districts and for all uses in other districts.  Dynamic displays may occupy no more than 35 percent of the actual copy and graphic area, and must be contiguous to static copy and graphic area.  The remainder of the sign must have the capability to have dynamic displays even if not used.  Only one (1) contiguous dynamic display area is allowed on a sign face.
Sec. 2
This Ordinance is effective in accordance with Section 3.09 of the Richfield City Charter.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Richfield, Minnesota this 11th day of May 2010.


Debbie Goettel, Mayor

ATTEST:

Nancy Gibbs, City Clerk
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