Richfield Friendship City Commission
Meeting Minutes

February 18, 2010

     The meeting was called to order by Roger Swanson at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were Molly Olson, Craig Osten, Tracy Hollenback, Dave Delzer, Frank Sitko, Cynthy Mandl, Roger Swanson, and Mary Supple.  Christine Kargel was absent.

     New members of the Commission were introduced and welcomed.

     The minutes were approved as corrected.  Cynthy Mandl is a guest of the Commission, and, therefore did not need to be listed as excused from the January meeting.  The treasurer’s report of  a $3,685 balance was received as well.

     Nominations were opened and officers were elected as follows:  President Roger Swanson, Vice President Dave Delzer, Treasurer Craig Osten, Secretary Mary Supple, and Historian Frank Sitko.

     Reports were given on the pen pal project.  Molly made inquiries with the Spanish Club advisor at Holy Angels.  She also has a family contact with a teacher in Costa Rica.  Craig has also been in e-mail contact with Olga in Heredia.  Many options were discussed and will be explored further.
     The pen pal discussion led into brainstorming about possible uses of Facebook to increase communication between Heredia and Richfield.  Tracy and Molly will bring back information to the next meeting.

     Cynthy reported on how earthquake relief funds had been used to pour concrete for a floor in an outdoor gymnasium at the local school.  Cynthy showed pictures from the project and will forward them to the donors.

     Cynthy reported on progress for plans to send a Richfield delegation to Heredia in early 2011.  Alvaro has indicated that March works better for them than February.  We could send a maximum of 18 participants.  A possible itinerary  was highlighted.  It was suggested that an Open House at City Hall be set up to advertise for participants.

     The garage inventory will wait for spring.

     The possibility of participating in the city’s Cinco de Mayo celebration was brought up.

     The next scheduled meeting is March 18, 2010.

     The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Supple, Secretary

